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A New Era for African Healthcare: The Advent of the Africa Digital Health Network

The African healthcare landscape is on the cusp of a revolution,
courtesy of the Africa Digital Health Network (ADHN), a visionary
initiative that promises to transform the continent's health
ecosystem. The recent Naivasha meeting, convened by the Africa
Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (Africa CDC) with the
support of GIZ African Union , marked a pivotal moment in this
journey, bringing together stakeholders from governments, private
sector, civil society, academia, and international organizations to
forge a collective commitment to Africa's digital health future.

ADHN's launch at the Africa HealthTech Summit in Kigali, Rwanda, last October, sent a
powerful signal: Africa is ready to harness the potential of digital health to address its
unique challenges. This flagship initiative seeks to foster communication, facilitate
partnerships, and promote collaboration among diverse stakeholders, creating a vibrant
ecosystem for digital health innovation.

The Naivasha meeting was a testament to the power of collective action. Under the
leadership of Jean Philbert NSENGIMANA, Africa CDC's visionary Director, stakeholders
co-created a roadmap for ADHN's implementation. Key figures, including Dr Francis
Ohanyido, Director-General of West African Institute of Public Health, Dr. Amit N.
Thakker, Executive Chairman of Africa Health Business, Dr. Ralph Oyini Mbouna, Director of
Digital Transformation and Services of Smart Africa, and Steve Ollis, Senior Digital
Transformation Advisor, Country Health Information Systems and Data Use at John
Snow, Inc.

, among others reaffirmed their commitment to ADHN's mission.

So, why is ADHN auspicious for Africa's healthcare ecosystem? Firstly, digital health holds
immense promise for bridging gaps in access to quality care, enhancing patient
engagement, and improving data-driven decision-making. ADHN will accelerate
technology adoption, promote digital public infrastructure, and create platforms for
knowledge sharing.



Secondly, ADHN's inclusive membership encompasses technical communities of practice,
national e-health agencies, health tech startups, development partners, and academia.
This diversity ensures that solutions are tailored to Africa's specific needs, fostering
context-sensitive innovation.

Thirdly, ADHN's objectives align with Africa's health security objectives. By strengthening
digital health capacity, empowering 100,000 frontline health workers by 2030, and
advocating for policies that accelerate digital health maturity, ADHN will contribute
significantly to improved health outcomes.

The ADHN journey is just beginning, but the enthusiasm is palpable. As Jean Philbert
NSENGIMANA noted, "Together, we've laid the foundation for an organization that will
transform the landscape of health systems on the continent through the power of
technology."

To sustain this momentum, ADHN must prioritize collaboration, capacity building, and
policy advocacy. The Naivasha Commitment, echoed by stakeholders, underscores the
importance of collective action.

As Africa embarks on this transformative journey, ADHN serves as a beacon of hope. By
harnessing digital health innovation, Africa can leapfrog traditional healthcare
challenges, ensuring equitable access to quality care for all.

The time for action is now. Let us seize this moment, working together to build a
healthier, more prosperous Africa.
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